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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

Applicant's election without traverse of Group (I), Claims 1-16, in the reply filed 
on 10/30/08 is acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 10-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 10 recites the limitation "each column" in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Specification 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because not all of the reference 
numerals are in parenthesis. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Lamontagne (FR 2758188). 

Regarding claim 1 , the Lamontagne reference discloses a method of preparing 
samples for analysis, comprising injecting at least one liquid in individual columns of a 
movable plate (1 ) by means of at least one movable injection needle (7); and displacing 
said plate between at least two operational positions by displacing said at least one 
needle while said at least one needle is in a relationship of at least indirect mutual 
engagement with said plate (see Figures 1 and 2); characterized by said mutual 
engagement being performed between said needles and engagement formations 
outside said columns. 

Regarding claim 2, said mutual engagement is realized between a tip (defined by 
tip of needle 7) of said needle and a recess which is in driving relationship with said 
plate (1). 

Regarding claim 3, said mutual engagement is performed at different locations 
with respect to the plate (see Figures). 

Regarding claim 4, said mutual engagement is performed between said tip 
(defined by tip of needle 7) and different recesses (3), respectively. 
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Regarding claim 5, said mutual engagement is performed between said needle 
and a carriage (9) supporting said plate, and the method further comprises causing the 
carriage to slide horizontally from one to the other of two underlying receptacles (see 
Figures). 

Regarding claim 6, said mutual engagement being performed along an edge of 
said carriage which is transverse to a sliding direction of said carriage (see Figures). 

Claims 10-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by 
Fraudeau et al. (WO 00/50171). 

Regard claim 10, the Fraudeau et al. reference discloses a method of preparing 
samples for analysis comprising injecting a liquid in each column (4) while the columns 
are open upwardly; displacing said plate downwards into sealing engagement above an 
underlying receptacle (36); 

subjecting said receptacle to vacuum (1 1 ; see abstract) thereby to retain said plate in 
said sealing engagement and draw liquid from all said columns (4) into said receptacle 
through a stationary phase provided in said columns (4); and 
releasing said vacuum thereby to allow upward displacement of said plate out of said 
sealing engagement. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , said receptacle is a collect receptacle having wells 
respectively corresponding to each column (see Figure 1). 

Regarding claim 12, said receptacle is a drain receptacle (38), and wherein after 
release of said vacuum, said plate is moved to a position above a collect receptacle, 
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and the steps of injecting a liquid, displacing the plate downwards into sealing 
engagement, drawing liquid from all said columns simultaneously and releasing said 
vacuum are reiterated above and in conjunction with said collect receptacle. 

Regarding claim 13, at least one displacement of said plate is performed by 
bringing an injection needle into an at least indirect engagement with said plate and 
displacing said injection needle so as to drive said plate in said one displacement (see 
Figure 4) 

Regarding claim 14, said engagement occurs between said needle and a 
carriage supporting said plate, for a horizontal displacement of said plate (see Figure 4). 

Regarding claim 15, said engagement occurs between said needle and a plate- 
lowering means which is mounted above said plate (see Figures 3 and 4). 

Regarding claim 16, injecting liquid comprises liquid-injection through apertures 
which are provided through said plate-lowering means in registration with some of the 
columns (see Figure 6). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 7-9 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The cited prior art pertains to various devices similar to 
Applicant's device. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy L. Maust whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4891 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Thur. 7:00-5:30pm. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Timothy L Maust/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3751 

1/23/09 



